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This teleclass, produced by PBS and Annenberg/CPB, builds an
understanding ofgeography by examining the eleven regions of the world,
their characteristics, an their interconnections. Perspectives from physical,
political, historical, economic, and cultural geography are used. It also
provides an examination of the many geographic forces currently at work in
shaping the complex features of the world's civilizations and environments
and insights intoa range of global geographic issues and global change.
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Undergraduate: $283.50
Graduate: $297.00
William Toner
Friday, May 16, 1997, 5:30 p.m. OR
Saturday, May 17, 1997, 11:00 a.m.
Fridays, July 11 & August 8, 1997, 5:30p.m.
Geography: Realms. Regions and Concepts. H.J. de Blij and Peter O. Muller, John
Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Rand McNally's World Atlas
13 one-hour videotapes
GSU Library
GSU Bookstore
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GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
College of Business and Public Administration
Course Syllabus
Course Title: GEOG 405 World Regional Geography (Teleclass)
Session: Spring/Summer 1997
Instructor: William Toner
Office: C3319 Phone (708) 534-4945
Office Hours: TBA
Credit Hours: Three
Catalog Description
This teleclass, produced by PBS and Annenberg/CPB, builds an understanding of geography
by examining the eleven regions of the world, their characteristics, an their interconnections.
Perspectives from physical, political, historical, economic, and cultural geography are used. It
also provides an examination of the many geographic forces currently at work in shaping the
complex features of the world's civilizations and environments and insights into a range of
global geographic issues and global change.
Prerequisites: None
Textbook: Geography: Realms, Regions and Concepts. H.J. de Blij and Peter O.
Muller, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Rand McNally's World Atlas
Objectives and Rationale
In order for individuals and entire societies to function and to interact effectively in a rapidly
changing global environment, it is important that they gain an understanding of the
geographic world environment, and its differing regions and characteristics, whichshape every
aspect of our lives. Such an understanding is also necessary in today's global community for
effective communication and career success, as this understanding impacts how we perceive,
react to and shape our diverse environment.
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Student Objectives and Outcomes for this course:
1. The student will be able to recognize and define the eleven geographic regions of the
world, including the physical, political, historical, economic, and cultural characteristics
of each.
2. The student will be able to demonstrate understanding and insight into the
interrelationshipsamong the global geographic regions, and the linkagesbetween the
human and physical world.
3. The student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the geographic forces, and their
ways that shape the many features of the world's civilizations and environments and
how and why this occurs in all its complexity and diversity.
4. Thestudent will beableto applyconcepts learned by completing a sophisticated
analysis of a case in businessand/or society using a geographical analysis framework
and the geographic and social concepts learned in this course.
Methodology
This isa teleclass which means that study on the part ofthe student is primarily self-directed,
utilizingcourse videotapes available in the library and the course textbook. Fourclass
meetings will also beheld for orientation, review and testing. The student may at any time
arrange an individual meetingwith the professor to review, clarify or discuss the course
content, concepts, or requirements.
Grading Policy
Thestudent's grade will be basedon the following:
1. Ten case studies/essays to be submitted as scheduled in person, by mail orby e-mail.
The student will choose a case from each chapter in the textbook, and write an essay
analysis that demonstrates knowledge ofthe concepts learned in that chapter and
substantive insights into the case. Each essay will be two to three double-spaced typed
pages and will demonstrate proper English usage and spelling.
Each case analysis/essay will beworth a maximum of10 points for a total maximum of
100 points.
2. AMid-Term Exam which will be based on materials contained in the first six chapters
and will be comprised of five essay questions for which the student will demonstrate
and apply knowledge ofcourse concepts.
The mid-term exam will be worth a maximum of50 points.
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3. A Final Exam which will be based on material contained in the last six chapters and will
becomprised of five essay questions for which thestudentwill demonstrate and apply
knowledge of course concepts.
The final exam will be worth a maximum of 50 points.
4. A Term Paper (topic to be submitted for prior approval) forwhich the student will
selecta region and a case (real or hypothetical) within that region. The student will
conduct research on the region and the selected case and prepare an in-depth case
analysis which utilizes substantive information on the geography of that region in all its
facets, comprehensively applies course concepts, and demonstrates understanding and
insight into the effect of geographic characteristics on the case. The paper should be
approximately 10 double-spaced typed pages in length.
The term paper will be worth a maximum of 50 points.
5. Total grade will be determined by the range total possible points (250) earned.
225-250 points = A (90-100%)
200-224 points = B(80-89%)
175-199 points = C (70-79%)
150-174 points = D (60-69%)
< 150 points = F(60%)
General Education Requirement
Met through written assignments and case analysis.
Note: Syllabus Statement for Persons with Disabilities
It is the intention of the institution to support full participation of all students, regardless of
physical ability level. Therefore, if any student needs consideration of his/her physical abilities
in order to complete the course, please notify the instructor as soon as possible so that the
appropriate accommodations may be arranged.
GEOG 405 World Regional Geography (Teleclass)
TOPICAL OUTLINE
WEEK CHAPTER/TOPIC DUE
1 CLASS MEETING: ORIENTATION
Introduction
2 Europe: Confronting New Challenges
3 Russia's Fracturing Federation
4 North America: The Post-Industrial Revolution
5 The Geographic Dynamic of the Pacific Rim
6 Middle America: Collision of Cultures
7 CLASS MEETING
8 South America: Continent of Contrasts
9 North Africa/Southwest Asia: The Challenge of
Islam
10 Sub-Saharan Africa: Realm of Reversals
11 South Asia: Aspiring India
12 China and Its Sphere
13 Southeast Asia: Between the Giants
14 CLASS MEETING: REVIEW, DISCUSSION AND
WRAP-UP
15 CLASS MEETING
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OTHER DUE
Self-Assessment (in class)
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
MID-TERM EXAM
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
TERM PAPER PROPOSAL
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
Case Study Analysis/Essay
TERM PAPER DUE
FINAL EXAM
